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Revue de Psychiatrie et de Psychologie Experimentale 

(April, 1908) 

1. The Measure of Intellectual Fatigue in Children of Both Sexes with 

the Esthesiometer. Schuyten. 

2. From the Normal State to Delirium. Courjon and Mignard. 

1. Measure of Intellectual Fatigue. —The author comes to the follow¬ 
ing conclusions as a result of a great number of measurements. (1) 
Intellectual fatigue can be measured perfectly by the esthesiometer in the 
sense that it always provokes a diminution of cutaneous sensibility meas¬ 
urable by the increase in the distance between the two points. (2) It is 
necessary to take into account a certain number of factors capable of 
modifying the purity of the results: temperature, surroundings, the state 
of health of the subject (nervousness, neurasthenia, fatigue produced by 
insomnia, etc.), the degree of the intellectual development (the intelli¬ 
gence), the social position of the parents. (3) The young girls show less 
fatigue than the boys. (4) Arithmetic and modern languages seem to be 
the, branches which fatigue the young girls most. (5) The lessons in 
needle work are the hours of relaxation and repose. (6) Gymnastics are 
only recreative if given in a rational way, that is to say, without great 
bodily effort. 

2. From Normal State to Delirium. —The authors describe two cases 
at considerable length. The burden of their plea is that it is difficult 
to define mental alienation and to limit the normal state. One is led to 
the conclusion that there exists intermediary types—the' demi fous of 
Grasset. 

(May, 1908) 

1. Lesions Produced in the Nerve Cell by the Direct Action of Traumatic 

Agents. G. Marinesco. 

2. Note on the Amnesia of Korssakow’s Psychosis. S. Soukhanoff. 

3. Report on the Confinement in a Private Asylum of a Woman Afflicted 

with Delirium of Persecution with Multiple Interpretations. E. 
Tolouse. 

4. A Case of Delire a Deux. E. Gelma. 

I. Lesions of Nerve Cells by Trauma. —This article is a critical re¬ 
view of the work of Schmaus, Luzenberger, Kirchgasser, Parascandolo, 
Szogliosi, Gudden, Cariecchia and Rosa, and Roncali on the result of 
•traumatisms to the brain and cord produced by mechanical shocks. Ron¬ 
cali is quoted as believing that death in these cases is due to a molecular 
disorientation of the cells of the neuraxon and especially of the bulb, 
so that the material and dynamic changes are suppressed and death is 
due to inanition and intoxication without appreciable lesions. The author 
then takes up the, question of the regeneration of nervous elements and 
cites the work of Nageotte, Strobe, Monti, Valenzi, Vitzow and Tedeschi, 
Levi, Saltzcow, Golgi, Babes, Bichchowski, Cajal and others. He con- 
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eludes from the series of experiments on ganglion compressions that re¬ 
generation does actually take place. 

2. Korssakow’s Amnesia. —The characteristics of the Korssakow am¬ 
nesia are the following: (1) Forgetfulness concerning present events 
(amnesia of fixation). (2) In more serious cases the amnesia affects 
not only present events, but late acquisitions. (3) In serious cases false 
reminiscences are manifested. (4) These false reminiscences are vivid 
and multiple. (5) Ordinarily these false reminiscences are not stable and 
can even be suggested. (6) Nevertheless, some become stable and 
stereotyped. (7) The false reminiscences of this sort attract fragmentary 
delirious ideas (generally of persecution). (8) The amnesia affects, 
even in the grave cases, only the last years. (9) Events long since past 
are generally retained and easily called up. (10) In the grave cases the 
clinical picture is that of an organic dementia. 

3. Report of Private Asylum Case. —This case has only local interest. 

4. Case of Delire a Deux. —A report of two cases of folie a deux 
which both presented the conditions set forth by Falret as necessary for 
contagion, viz.: (1) Presence of one individual more intelligent than the 
other, representing the active element and imposing progressively the 
delirium on the second, the second being the passive element. (2) Com¬ 
mon life. (3) Delirium resting probably on facts that occurred in the past. 

White. 


Journal de Neurologie 

(Vol. XIII. No. 2. 1908) 

1. Dementia Praecox from a Clinical and Biological Point of View. 

SOUKHANOFF. 

2. Obsessions and Phobias. Boulenger. 

1. Dementia Praecox from a Clinical and Biological Point of View .— 
With the development of the conception of dementia praecox, secondary 
dementia as a clinical entity tends to pass into the background and the 
author thinks it a misnomer since a psychosis is probably either acute and 
curable, or chronic and tending to dementia from its onset. He also 
declares that dementia praecox is not necessarily a disease of adolescence, 
though it is most frequent then, and says that he has frequently seen it 
in persons in middle life, especially among some of the soldiers returned 
from the Russo-Japanese war. He thinks that while external causes may 
serve as an exciting cause, it depends primarily upon defective constitu¬ 
tion of the brain. 

2. Obsessions and Phobias. —Report of the case of a psychopathic 
woman of alcoholic parentage and a discussion of some very ordinary 
symptoms, in which nothing new is presented. 

(Vol. XIII. No. 3. 1908) 

1. Torticollis. Bienfait. 

2. Chronic Alcoholism in a Child. Boulenger. 

3. The Reaction of Degeneration. Bienfait. 

1. Torticollis. —Description of a case of clonic spasm in which the 
head was rhythmically drawn to the right at intervals of one second. 
The author regards the case as one of spasmodic torticollis, and dis¬ 
cusses the pathogeny of this condition. 



